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Rescuer ‘was one of the best we had’ 


Officials probe what led to CFD diver’s 
death during search for missing boater 


By MADELINE BUCKLEY, 
PETER NICKEAS, 
PATRICK M. O’CONNELL 
AND TONY BRISCOE 
Chicago Tribune 


A Chicago Fire Depart- 
ment diver who died during 
a rescue attempt on the 
South Branch of the Chi- 
cago River was remem- 
bered Tuesday as a devoted 
father who loved being a 
firefighter and a member of 
the marine and dive team. 


Juan Bucio, 46, a father of 
two sons, became separated 
from his dive partner in the 
water Monday night while 
trying to rescue a man who 
had fallen off a boat into the 
river near Ashland Avenue, 
fire officials said. Bucio, a 
15-year veteran who served 
on the Fire Department’s 
dive team for more than a 
decade, disappeared briefly 
in the water, was located 
and then was lifted onto the 
riverbank. He was taken to 


Stroger Hospital, 
where he was pro- 
nounced dead about 
two hours after fire- 
fighters received 
the rescue call. 

“He was one of 
the best we had” 
said Ron Dorneker, 
chief of the Fire Depart- 
ment’s dive operations. “He 
was a great partner in the 
water. He was a great diver. 
I can’t say enough about this 
man. I can’t say enough 
about him as a father, a 
family man, a friend, a 
co-worker, a peer, as some- 
one I swam with. He did 


Bucio 


this every day. He 
did this for the citi- 
zens of Chicago. He 
loved what he did” 

Fire and police 
investigators are 
looking into the de- 
tails of what hap- 
pened to Bucio dur- 
ing the rescue attempt, Fire 
Department spokesman 
Larry Langford said. As of 
Tuesday afternoon, autopsy 
results were pending, the 
Cook County medical ex- 
aminer’s office said. 

While Bucio’s family 
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Mayor Rahm Emanuel, left, visits the Columbus Drive fire- 
house Tuesday where CFD diver Juan Bucio was based. 


By PETER NICKEAS 
Chicago Tribune 


The large group of teens 
had been wandering down- 
town and along the lake 
Sunday evening, but police 
decided it was time for the 
group to leave. 

The teens, numbering 
more than 100 and some 
deemed “borderline crimi- 
nal” by police, were first 
steered onto Red Line trains 


that ran express from the 
Gold Coast to the South 
Side. Then they were 
chased from 31st Street 
Beach and began running 
through traffic on King 
Drive. 

As the teens approached 
38th Street, eight or 10 of 
them knocked a 15-year-old 
boy to the ground. 

“I didn’t do nothing” the 
boy protested, guarding his 
head with his arms as a teen 


stood over him and swung 
left-right, left-right while 
others kicked his ribs and 
back, an attack witnessed by 
a Tribune reporter. They 
kicked his face, they 
stomped his head. They 
emptied his pockets, they 
took his shoes. 

Finally a police lieuten- 
ant pulled up and stood over 
the boy while waiting for 
help. 

Chicago police spent 


much of Memorial Day 
weekend tracking and chas- 
ing groups of teens through 
downtown for what often 
began as “borderline crimi- 
nal behavior” and some- 
times ended in vandalism 
and fights. Officers shut 
down beaches and parks 
early, and “directed” large 
groups of teens toward 
trains and buses. 

The holiday weekend 
trained a spotlight on the 
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Dozens of teens move down King Drive near 37th Street on Sunday. A Tribune photographer and reporter tracked the crowd that was directed by police toward trains from downtown. 


Holiday policing scrutinized 


Some question downtown officers’ decision to ‘direct’ groups of teens to trains 


Police Department’s deli- 
cate strategy of keeping the 
peace downtown and along 
the lakefront — areas heavi- 
ly trafficked by tourists — 
without resorting to more 
arrests or other heavy-han- 
ded tactics. 

“I know there were some 
questions about us forcing 
people to get on CTA buses, 
and what I can tell you is 
this: We didn’t force any- 
body,’ Chicago police Su- 


perintendent Eddie John- 
son said Tuesday. “We di- 
rected people to different 
stops — it’s simply a public 
safety issue.” 

But Edwin Yohnka, 
spokesman for the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union of 
Illinois, said reports of po- 
lice funneling groups en 
masse to express trains 
were “incredibly troubling” 
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ABC played with 


Barr affiliation 
involves added 
level of volatility 


— 


STEVE JOHNSON 


In getting into business 
with Roseanne Barr for 
the reboot this spring of 
her classic sitcom, ABC 
had to know it was run- 
ning alongside an electri- 
fied fence. 

Yet while the show 
aired over the last two 
months, things mostly 
went well. The 2018 
“Roseanne” defied the 
odds for sitcom remakes 


fire, got torched 


“Roseanne,” starring Roseanne Barr, had been renewed for another season when it 
was canceled Tuesday by ABC over Barr’s tweet directed at Valerie Jarrett. 
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Tensions escalate as 
SIU ponders splitting 


Money distribution, 
controversial email 
add to campus rift 


By DAWN RHODES 
Chicago Tribune 


Arecurring question long 
has loomed over Southern 
Illinois University: Should 
the two-campus system re- 
main unified or should Car- 
bondale and Edwardsville 
each go it alone? 

The issue often bubbles 
to the surface in times of 
strife and has led to at least 
four failed attempts by the 
Illinois legislature to split 
the schools since the 1970s. 

Now, lawmakers are once 
again taking aim at the 
Southern Illinois University 
system on the heels of an 


central office advocates for 
and distributes state fund- 
ing to each campus. 

Southern Illinois’ trust- 
ees have scheduled a special 
meeting Wednesday to dis- 
cuss several bills that could 
dramatically change how 
the university is run. The 
outcome could compel the 
board to depart from its 
publicly neutral stance. 

At issue is how money is 
divided between the flag- 
ship campus in Carbondale 
and its sister school in 
Edwardsville, which re- 
ceives less funding even 
though it has grown to 
nearly match Carbondale’s 
enrollment. 

“It is difficult to wear two 
different hats,” Ed- 
wardsville Chancellor 
Randy Pembrook said. “On 


and was a smash hit, series its tone, managed to rett, and the network — was born in Iran to intensifying and unusually 
earning analmostimme- keep her presence some- and Barr’s co-workerson American parents. public battle over how the Turn to SIU, Page 7 
diate renewal for next what in check on Twitter, the show — felt the jolt. Midday Tuesday, the 
season. where her recent history “Muslim brotherhood network canceled the 

It was able to tackle had shown a fondness for &planetoftheapeshada second season of the 
contemporary issues from incendiary right-, intoler- baby = vj,” wrote Barr series, despite it ending 
income inequality to overt ant- and conspiracy- overnight Tuesday, in 2017-18 with the second- Diplomats hustle Madigan ally 
racism and earn mostly leaning politics. response to a Twitter largest audience among ° 
praise from critics. And But then Barr pub- mention of Jarrett, the scripted shows. The swift to revive Korea eyes county 
until Tuesday, Barr, the lished a racist tweet about fixture in the Chicago reaction, which came nuclear summit recorder’s post 
volatile star whose blue- former Obama White power structure who is 
collar comedy gave the House aide Valerie Jar- African-American and Turn to Johnson, Page 16 Nation & World, Page 11 Chicagoland, Page 4 

ot. Chicago Weather Center: Complete $2.50 city and suburbs, $3.00 elsewhere 


F 
14 
yy 


3 Tom Skilling’s forecast High 76 Low 68 


forecast on back page of A+E section 


170th year No. 150 © Chicago Tribune 


ET 


49485 0000 


